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I had quite a busy run up to the Christmas period with regalia orders. Please
look at prices on website as well as the Changi-ite as new stock is coming
through with a price increase. Stock held now will be at printed price. Thank
you to those who sent Christmas cards. Much appreciated. Don’t forget, a
‘Get Well’ or ‘Thinking about you’ card can be sent to a member who is not
in the best of health. Just email me and I’ll get one sent out. If anyone has
any questions for the AGM, please send immediately. Pat Holt (Secretary)

In the UK, looking back to early January onwards hearing of so many people
who had the misfortune to endure the unhealthy times that swept across
the country I do hope that you are all beginning to feel the benefits of some
warmer days and I wish you all the best for 2018. As always, at this time of
year, it only leaves me to acknowledge and thank all the regular payers by
cheques and cash along with the Standing Order remittances for the annual
subscription and not forgetting the greetings cards received as well.

However, for some, the appearance of this edition of the magazine through the letterbox may just
have prompted one to think “did I pay my dues?” So, it’s not too late if you may fall in that category
thereby keeping our membership alive as long as possible. The last three months of 2017 did not
bring along much in the way of enquiries and new members. However, (at the time of writing in
early February 2018), I am pleased to report that January started off with eight enquiries which
has now already produced five new members. Let’s hope it continues! Currently, there are 915
members on the records. Finally, as always, do please remember to inform me of any changes to
your contact details and especially email addresses.                        Malcolm Flack (Mem. Sec.)

Well here we are again at the start of another year, a time when we think
back all those years to when we were posted to RAF Station Changi and, if
you are like me, you think about the future of our Association and the
much-asked question of how much longer will the Association last. The
committee have discussed this several times, at meetings and reunions, and
the general opinion seems to be that we will cease to exist when we can no
longer find sufficient members willing to serve on the committee. This is

not a hint that we are all thinking of resigning, but we will not be around for ever, so please give
it some thought and if you come up with any suggestions or ideas please let us know. The first
weekend in May will see the RAF Changi Association’s Annual Reunion, this time being held at a
new (to us) venue in Nottingham. It would be greatly appreciated if we could have some feedback
from the membership. It would be nice to know that our decision to move to this hotel was
acceptable to the majority of you. Remember that the main reason for our moving was because
we had run out of places to visit. I look forward to meeting you again with the great atmosphere
that always seems to build as the weekend progresses. By the time you read this the 2018 trip to
the Far East will be history, and for several of us it will have been our last. There are in excess of
twenty members, wives, partners and friends eagerly looking forward to an enjoyable experience
this time. Hopefully I will be able to encourage one individual amongst us to write a report of our
behaviour this time. It will probably cost me a bit in Tiger beers before someone accepts the
responsibility. The last Remembrance Day parade at the Cenotaph went off smoothly, a credit to
the organising ability of Tony Parrini, the chairman of the RAF Butterworth and Penang
Association. As is now expected, the weather was kind to us, staying dry but very cold. The usual
four of us represented the Changi Association but it would be nice if a couple more could join us
this coming November. That’s all from me for now and I look forward to our gathering in May;
hopefully the weather will have warmed up by then. Regards to you all. John Dicks (Chairman)

Chairman/Archivist’s Report

Secretary’s Report

THIS year affords us a
unique opportunity to
celebrate the centenary
of the Royal Air Force,
an organisation which
has shaped the modern world and
touched the lives of millions. It has
earned and deserves a fitting
legacy. Members can keep up to
date with events taking place by
visiting rafmuseum.org.uk for
details.

For some unknown reason there
has been a dearth of letters for this
issue. Perhaps everybody has been
too occupied digesting their mince
pies, pudding and goose! I felt
obligated to write something
myself in order to make the letters
page look semi-respectable.

So don’t forget, we are keen to
hear your opinions, learn about
your likes and dislikes - or exploits
during your Changi days. Even
complaints are welcome. (But not
too many!)

Another Biennial Reunion is
due to take place in Singapore and
Penang during February/March and
since I hope to be visiting my niece
there on February 21 I look forward
to joining up with the party in their
hotel. We’ll carry a report on ‘the
good, the bad and the ugly’ in the
next issue.

I was saddened to receive an
email from John Dicks, our Chair-
man, on February 2, informing me
of Margaret Ashby’s passing. It
was only recently that I first made
Margaret’s acquaintance following
an item about the Hermes aircraft
in our magazine and she told me
about her work at the Duxford
Aviation Society in Cambridge-
shire. Changi-ite would like to offer
Margaret’s family our sincere
condolences.

Les Davies
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The picture (left) of Changi Swimming Pool, by Ken Lehrie, which
appeared on the front page of Issue No. 64, prompted Charlie Gravett
(M484) to write to Changi-ite to tell us how it had evoked so many
personal happy memories. His letter, in turn, triggered equally warm
recollections for Colin Wilson (M917) who was with No. 4 Police
Wing at RAF Changi from 1952 to 1955 and remembers halcyon days
with R.A.F. Changi swimming and water polo teams during his tour.

When winning was paramount
IWAS interested to read the item from

Charlie Gravett about the swimming
experiences in the Changi swimming
pool featured on the front cover of a
recent Changi-ite Newsletter. My special
interest lies in my own swimming and
water polo during my two and a half
years based at the FEAF Police School at
Telak Paku, about a mile round the beach
from Changi Village.

On arrival by Hastings in November
1952, during the emergency, I was
surprised to be posted to this litte unit,
with my own ‘attap’ room with shower
room adjacent and our own stretch of
beach; in addition, we had a shop/cafe
run by a Chinese family. It wasn’t long
before I met Johnny Johnstone, who was
responsible for posting new arrivals, and
I realised that he was also captain and
coach of the RAF Changi swimming and
water-polo team; he had seen that I was
a county swimming champion and
county water polo player and kept me in
Changi and in the team, playing in the
Selerang Barracks pool just outside our
perimeter.

On my first Sunday in Changi I
visited the Singapore Swimming Club,
armed with a letter from e English
Swimming Association introducing me
and recommending me to their club. I
handed my letter to the Indian door
keeper who took it to his boss in the club.
Returning in five minutes, he told me
that I could not join, since membership
of service personnel was restricted to the
rank of Squadron Leader and above.

Being turned away, I was determined
to show them what their teams had lost,
but meanwhile concentrated on the RAF
Changi team.

After a few months, my chance came
when I entered the Singapore and Malay
national swimming chamionships and
won the 200 metres breaststroke in

record time; I then followed that with a
hat-trick against the Singapore water polo
team as a Combined Services team beat
them for the first time.

Visits to Singapore in the 1980s and
1990s showed my name still on the
champions board in the reception area of
the Singapore Swimming Club.

Consequently, becoming a national
champion, I was approached to join their
team, which included two Dutch
internationals, but replied that since they
didn’t want to know me a few months
previously, “ank you, but no thank
you!”

I continued to play water polo and
win swimming races with our Changi
team.

Johnny Johnstone was a great and
highly-respected captain. When not
playing he would scream at us from the
bath side: “Swim, you bastard, swim!”

When he completed his service in
Changi we presented him with a lovely
trophy engraved with Swim, you bastard,
swim!. I hope this memento still exists in
the Johnstone family.

e RAF Changi team reigned
supreme amongst the other service teams,
including the Army, RAF Seletar (which
included two UK county players), the
Navy and RAF Tengah; the latter had an
excellent player called Padre Moody,

Changi swimming and water-polo team. Back row (from the left): Taylor, Johnstone, Kelsh and
Mather. Front Row (from the left): Wilson, Hooper and Bentley. This picture was taken just before
they defeated Otter S.C. by 7 goals to 2. Kelsh (M0674) is still  a member, as is Wilson (M0917).

By Colin Wilson (M917)

Changi-ite Newsletter 4 April 2018
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whose language in conflict was far from
religious! Time does affect the memory
but I recall Rick Kindom and Sgt.
Endicott in our team and two excellent
Seletar players called Johnstone and
Taylor; apologies to the other players.

As the Emergency was active, Air Vice
Marshal Patch felt it was important to
win the hearts and minds of the civilians
throughout the Far East by demonstrat-
ing our sporting prowess.

He held a meeting in Singapore to
discuss his idea and I was surprised to be
invited to the meeting among a room full
of top brass.

It was agreed that the RAF would
assemble the best football team, the best
boxing squad and the best water polo
team from our Far East stations.

e brief was that we must win and
thus establish our prestige.

Our water-polo team first flew to
Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) and were met off
our plane and rushed to a pool in
Colombo where a full-house was
awaiting the contest. Although straight
off a five-hour flight, we just managed to
beat the Colombo Swimming Club,
which was good preparation for the
all-important match in two days’ time
against the Ceylon national team.

e day prior to this, our RAF team
manager received an approach from the
local newspaper, who had read that our
team included the Singapore & Malaya
national breaststroke champion, and
issued a challenge for a race against their
champion, who had high hopes of

reaching the Olympics but had not faced
foreign competition.

Singapore was immediately contacted
for advice and approval. Word came back
asking if Colin Wilson could beat their
man and I asked if we could find out his
best times and I would give my opinion.
It was all kept very secret and it was left
that I must take resonsibility for getting
a win, or I could ask to be flown back to
Singapore “duty calling”.

I agreed, but did spend 24 hours
sweating on the politically important race
when winning all before us was the sole
purpose of our ‘goodwill’ tour. On the
evening at the Colombo pool, where a
large crowd had gathered to watch both
the water-polo match and the
much-hyped swimming race between
two national champions, we were first
presented to Sir John Kotelawala, who
was the Ceylon High Commissioner.

At 8pm we were called to the starting
blocks for the 200 metre race. I didn’t
look at my opponent but stayed focused
on the pool. When the gun went off I
flew off the block and fortunately, at the
turn at the end of the first length, I was
well ahead and, again, finished well ahead
- to the relief of the RAF team in Ceylon
and Singapore. My opponent was about
three years younger than me and did, in
fact, qualify for the Olympics in Rome,
although not among the medals.

I am delighted that our 1950s RAF
successes continued and were transferred
to the much better pool featured on the
magazine cover.

Well done, Charlie Gravett. 
Happy days indeed!Water polo pitch.

RAF Changi Association (including HQ FEAF)

2018 Annual Reunion and AGM
which will be held this year at

The Novotel, Nottingham,

on the May Day Bank Holiday weekend,

Friday 4th to Monday 7th May 2018
(The new venue is right by Junction 25 of the M1)



THE object of this project is to record
and document a largely overlooked

part of our British Heritage through the
memories of RAF personnel, both men
and women, who served in all ranks and
their families. 

e interviews span from before the
Second World War, through the Cold
War up to recent times; they are a unique
record of life in distant parts of the
shrinking British Empire and its
territories such as Singapore, Iraq, India,
Malaya, Malta, Hong Kong and many
other parts of the globe. 

e Outposts of Empire archive was
established in early 2015 and is growing
fast; it is now approaching 100 hours of
interviews from over 50 contributors;
veterans who served in all corners of the
globe.  e intention is to record further
first-hand recollections with people who
were stationed, far from home, but lived
in a very British environment and record
their recollections now, before those who
lived in this unique tradition disappear
along with their memories and
experiences, for ever! 

RAF Habbaniya, Iraq, Jewel of the
Desert is a 105-minute programme that
reveals the story of the Kingdom of Iraq
and the part the Royal Flying Corps and
Royal Air Force played in forming and
maintaining peace in the Kingdom from
1915 to the final bloody end of the
Hashemite Monarchy in 1959. 

e Documentary starts with the
much-overlooked Allied Campaign
against the Ottoman Turks during the
First World War, first at the murderous
Siege of Kut, then the brutality of the
Gallipoli landings. e narrative
continues with the Arab Revolt, aided by

British agents and diplomats such as
Lawrence of Arabia and Gertrude Bell
that liberated of the Arab Nations from
the Ottoman Empire. 

Post war, Lord Trenchard, Father of
the RAF, proved it was both economical
and effective to police, from the air, large
inaccessible and sparsely-populated areas
and subsequently RAF Stations sprang up
across the Empire. 

In Iraq, a few squadrons of aircraft,
RAF armoured cars and the locally-
recruited Iraq Levies kept order and
protected the British interests - oil wells
and pipelines, from primitive outpost
airfields at Shiabah, Mosul, Kirkuk and
Hinadi - until 1937, when the largest
RAF Station in the world opened in the
middle of the Iraq desert, on the banks of
the River Euphrates, close to Lake
Habbaniya. 

RAF Habbaniya – Air Headquarters
Iraq – had every modern comfort and
convenience of the time; its opulent
gardens, tinkling fountains, tree-lined
avenues, palatial buildings, well-equipped
hospital, swimming pools, shopping
facilities, cinemas, racecourse, sports
facilities and green lawns - all made
possible through extensive irrigation
systems – it was a “Super Posting” and a
“Jewel in the Desert”. 

e story of RAF Habbaniya is
revealed through archive film from the
vaults of the RAF Museum that has never
been seen publicly, depicting the
construction of the Station and daily life,
on and off duty, in Iraq in the fragile
peace of the 1930s. 

In interviews with veterans and
historians we hear how, in 1940 No. 4
Flying Training School moved from
Egypt’s war-torn skies to the peaceful
airspace of Iraq only to become
embroiled, in 1941, in the Nazi-backed,
Rashid Ali, Nationalist uprising, that
threatened to hand Britain’s oil supplies
in Iraq to Germany and block the air
staging posts to India and the Far East. 

Depicted by British Pathé newsreels
of the time and rare archive film from the
world-famous Imperial War Museum
archives, veterans give their first-hand
accounts of the siege of RAF Habbaniya;
how the fragile training aircraft were
hastily converted to war machines and
faced first the Iraqi Army and Air Force,
then the German Luftwaffe and finally

the Italian Regia Aeronautica before the
RAF, backed by the Iraq Levies, and
eventually the British Army, defeated the
Nationalists and reinstated the monarchy. 

RAF Habbaniya’s part in the invasion
of Vichy France-occupied Syria, the
defeat of the Persian uprising, the part the
RAF played in Persia And Iraq (PAI)
Force and the little-known feats of
engineering and logistics to open up an
Allied supply route to the Soviet Union. 

1947: Life in post-war Iraq is
remembered with Cold War Listening
Posts and clandestine operations by both
regular and National Service Airmen.
Heralding in the jet age in 1952, the new
Plateau runway is opened, increasing the
numbers of transport and passenger
aircraft staging through to the Far East
while winding down the operational
aircraft at RAF Habbaniya. 

We hear how in 1955 the end of the
25-year Anglo-Iraq Treaty was reached
and how the British bases came under the
Iraqi control with the Royal Iraqi Air
Force working alongside the RAF. 

In 1956 the tensions of the Suez
Crisis were felt at RAF Habbaniya as
revealed by airmen stationed there –
another siege? And finally how, in 1958,
the Hashemite monarchy came to a
violent and abrupt end in a coup d'état
and Britain is told to leave by the new
Republican regime. In 1959 after 45
years of British military presence in Iraq
- through peace and two World Wars the
Royal Air Force finally left RAF
Habbaniya; it also marked the end of the
23 years’ occupation by the Royal Air
Force at Habbaniya. 

e final scenes of RAF Habbaniya,
Iraq, Jewel of the Desert reveal how U.S.
troops found the former RAF station,
much neglected and partially in ruins
when they invaded Iraq. However, find-
ing the military cemetery at Habbaniya
desecrated and neglected they treated the
area with great respect, refurbished the
cemetery and commemorated those who
are buried there on Armistice day in joint
ceremonies with the RAF Habbaniya
Association, who also commemorated
their comrades buried there, from here in
the UK. 

To purchase a copy or for further
information on the Outposts of Empire
project and forthcoming DVD releases
visit www.outposts-of-empire.co.uk

RAF Habbaniya, Iraq, Jewel of the Desert is the second
documentary produced by Tod Nicol as part of the

‘Outposts of Empire’ Project – www.outposts-of-empire.co.uk

Changi-ite Newsletter 6 April 2018
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Postcards from the past
Compiled by Mike James

Planting Rice in Malaya in the 1950s
Courtesy of Pete Chubb (M1485)

Botanical Gardens, Penang, in the 1960s
Courtesy of Mike Horwood (M63)
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Searchline

No. 66

Compiled by Brian Lloyd
(Please respond directly to: brianlloyd018@gmail.com)

1. ROBERT GOLBOURN
(pictured right) was generally

known as ‘Bob’. Worked in the
MT Section during 68/70. Does

anyone remember him or have

any memories? This is a family
enquiry.

2. CHANGI WEDDING (below left, previous
column) February 1961, Peter Hubbard (M1153)

and Dorothy Hubbard (née Fay) (M2425), PBX.
Held at Trinity Church. Did you attend, recognise

faces in the picture below left, or know of their

current locations.
Peter was with Eng. Flt. S.A.S.S. In attendance

as guests were John Barker (far left, first row),

Sheila? and Mary?, ‘Yorkie’ Hammerton (M588,
back row, centre), Bride and Groom. Next back
row: Chester (christian name), Ted Sexton, Rita
Sexton. At front and in suit Bev Sait.

3. DARTS. Again ’64/’67. Snr Tech Alan Smith
(now deceased). Any memories? He was Darts
Island-Wide champion. His civilian wife, Joan
(AM2426), was also darts champion in doubles. 

� An email sent recently to the Shackleton

Association may be of interest to ex-Shackleton

personnel who served at Changi. It reads:

I am an ex-RAF engineer now mainly

writing aviation history books for Grub

Street Publishing. I am now working on

“Shackleton Boys” for publication in

2018, and I am keen to talk to as many

air and ground crew as possible,

covering all eras of the Shackleton’s

long service. For those who are not

familiar with the ‘Boys’ series of books,

they all follow the same pattern of being

primarily made up of air and ground

crews’ original stories, while the

author(s) simply write some explanatory

text around their words. I also like the

books to be illustrated with plenty of

photographs, wherever possible,

previously unseen ones from private

collections. My ‘Meteor Boys’ was

published last year and I have just

finished the manuscript for ‘Javelin

Boys’ so, being a glutton for

punishment, I am now starting on the

Shackleton. I am interested in anything

and everything so that I can do the old

grey lady justice! Ideally, I do like to

meet people face to face to gather their

thoughts and trawl through log books,

photos and the like. Where distance

precludes this, I am happy to have

lengthy chats on the telephone or

simply rely on email or snail mail.

If you would like to help, please

contact me so that I can explain more.

Many thanks and best regards,

Steve Bond
(Chief Tech '73-'95)

You can contact Steve by 

email: by.meteor@outlook.com

Telephone: 01691 661564

THE ‘SHACKLETON BOYS’THE ‘SHACKLETON BOYS’



A trip down with your letters and photos to Changi-ite

HERE is my story of being on
Jankers. First, I must explain that my
misdemeanour was not served at RAF
Changi, but at an Army camp called
Gillman Barracks where I was
stationed as part of an Army/RAF
Embarkation, 68 Movements Unit,
Singapore.

is part is taken from the booklet
I wrote, Life and Times of a National
Serviceman, relating to my three-year
stint in the Royal Air Force.

I was done for speeding at RAF
Seletar in our three-ton Bedford QL.
It was my turn for duty driving and,
as such I had to go before my CO to
be put on a dua Lima dua (252),
which, as you know, is a charge.

I was given three days confined to
camp. is would be from the Friday
morning until Monday morning. It
didn’t matter much as it was between
pay days. Fortunately I was able to do
them at the army camp and not at
base camp.

I made my way down to the
guardroom on the Friday morning
and presented myself to the officer in
charge, told him what I was there for,
then together with the Army lads who
were there for jankers as well, fell in
for parade.

When it was over I was then
finished until the evening to be on
parade again.

I was then off to work. at was all
I did over the weekend. On Monday
it turned out to be a little bit different.

For a start , the soldiers were in full
marching order, but when the officer
taking the parade saw me he had a
blue fit. Why wasn’t I in full marching
order like the rest of them? Because I
did not have all that clobber I told
him.

“You will be in full marching order

this evening when you come on
parade. If you are not I will put on
another charge.

“Yes sir”, I retorted. I didn’t tell
him that I wouldn’t be there for the
evening parade. I’d let him find out
the hard way.

Brian Hewitt (M2125)

THE December 2017 issue of  the
Changi-ite Newletter No. 65 (page
12) brought back good memories of
Block 140 ground floor in general and
Geordie’s Pin-Up in particular.

I took that photograph of Brigitte
Bardot from my bed directly across
from Geordie’s.

Wally Wilson, from Bo’ness in
Scotland, slept in the bed next to me
me and we definitely had the best
view of Brigitte.

She was one of the most glamorous
stars at that time. Brigitte played the
part of a nurse in the film ‘Doctor At
Sea’ with Noel Purcell. In the film he
went sick with a bad back, and was
unable to straighten up. However, in
the surgery his eyes fell on her ankles,
and they followed all the way up her
body until he straightened to his
six-foot height and walked away, fully
cured!

Wally, Geordie and I got the
pin-up from a newspaper. It consisted
of several pages that had to be fitted
together with sellotape. After adding
tinted colouring for effect, we all
enjoyed the ‘vision’ for over a year and
considered we had created another
Changi mural, in competition with
Block 151.

Geordie also spent some time
seconded to Car Nicobar while at
Changi.

I was there from 1956 to 1958.
Paddy Gough (M2363)

THIS year marks the 60th Annual
Reunion of our St. George’s Church
Fellowship and will, in fact, be our
final get-together.

Members are all getting older and
more frail, with an increasing number
reluctant to attend our annual
reunion day in London.

Consequently, we are calling it a
day and our final Changi Reunion
will be on Saturday 21st April 2018,
the nearest Saturday to St. George’s
Day. is is a remarkable achievement
and we will end with much to be
thankful for over so many years.

Finally, our thanks to Mike James
for everything he has done for the
RAF Changi Association. He has
done much in helping to keep Changi
alive for those who served there.

I know many consider that Changi
was indeed the best overseas posting.
anks also for the Changi-ite maga-
zine – I certainly look forward to it.

With best regards.
Jimmy Curle (M50)

Secretary,
St. George’s Changi Fellowship

THE Duke of Edinburgh embarked
on a world tour in 1956-1957, which
included in its itinerary a visit to
Singapore and Changi; and despite
the fact that I had a chitty from my
section commander, Squadron Leader
Schofield, to say that I should be
excused all duties since I needed to be
kept free for ‘essential signals work’, I
was selected as part of the guard of
honour to welcome him in Singapore.

e amount of drilling we did was
excessive - and all in off-duty hours.
e heat didn’t help - and the
unreasonable frequency of the sessions
we were involved in did not increase

We welcome your letters, whether they express concern, offer advice,
present constructive criticism, or just recall happy memories or events from

Changi days. Please send your contributions to the editor by post or via email
to changi-ite@outlook.com and include your name and membership number.
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my endearment to His Royal
Highness. Still, we practised and
practised!

As the time drew closer, I had to
go up to HQ FEAF to be interviewed
and have my photograph taken; these
were subsequently sent to my local
home newspaper (for whom, inciden-
tally, I had worked since leaving
school).

On 1st November 1956, e
Duke of Edinburgh was on an official
visit to Kuala Lumpur in Malaya and
B Company 1 RB was ordered to
provide a guard of honour for his
departure but, because of riots in
Singapore, his programme was
changed.

Instead, a visit to Wardieburn
Camp was arranged at short notice.

e Duke arrived at the camp by
helicopter and began his visit by
inspecting a joint guard of honour
formed by B Company and the
2nd/6th Gurkha Rifles. He then
inspected a jungle patrol from I
Company and another from 22
Special Air Service Regiment.

As he left the parade ground he
met and talked with a number of
army families including several wives
and children of warrant officers and
senior NCOs in the Battalion.

Although the Duke’s visit was brief
it was deemed to be very successful.
But his proposed sojourn in
Singapore was cancelled

For me and the rest of the
Singapore Guard of Honour-elect, all
that blood, sweat, tears and prickly
heat was for nothing!

Just like our present Queen’s great-
great-grandmother we were not
amused!

Were any other members involved
or remember the proposed visit?

Les Davies (M947)

I HAVE been searching without
success to obtain details of the RAF
Tengah Association. I believe it may
have merged with your Changi
Association ?

I served at Tengah from 1962-64
during troubled times out there. In
fact, I have recently been to visit
Singapore 53 years after I left and
sadly did not recognise any part of it.
I flew into Changi International
Airport in an Airbus, but last time I
was there I flew up to ailand in a
Hastings and flew back in a Beverley.
Some difference in comfort, believe
me!

e reason for me making contact
is that I have recently written a book
about the Japanese occupation of
Singapore 1942-45.

My book is part fact and part
fiction. Initially based on my
childhood growing up in South
London during WW2 and moving on
to me joining the RAF as an
Apprentice at the age of sixteen. In
my early twenties I was posted with
my wife  and daughter to Tengah
where I worked in the Supply
Squadron.

During my two and a half years
there I was privileged to work with a
civilian Chinese gentleman who over
a two-year period reluctantly told me
his incredible story of survival during
that period of severe cruelty and
brutality, inflicted by the Japanese
occupying forces.

His determination to avenge the
murder of his father by the Japanese,
his actions joining fellow Chinese
Resistance Fighters in Singapore and
Malaya, and his ultimate revenge.

I believe your members may well
be interested in reading my book
which is available at Amazon or
Kindle. Title is: Rising Sun Memories
1942-45 by Stuart James.

Charles (Stuart) James   
Bognor Regis, West  Sussex 

Tel 01243 264687

Footnote: RAF Tengah merged with
RAF Seletar and is now known as
RAF Seletar Association incorporat-
ing RAF Tengah Association. You
can visit their website at
rafseletar.co.uk      Hope this helps.

-Ed.
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THE Heritage Lottery Fund has
granted the R.A.F. Museum

£1,783,700 of funding for Phase 2b
of its centenary programme and it
will commemorate this anniversary
through a transformation of their
visitor experience, telling the R.A.F.
story on site and online.

‘Historic Hendon’, focuses on
sharing the historical significance
of the Museum’s London site as the
London Aerodrome in the early 20th
century and later R.A.F. Hendon.
Drawing on archive and collection
artefacts, the Museum will work
with local volunteers to research
and develop interpretation and
activities that reference the site’s
unique airfield heritage. The land-
scape at the heart of the site will be
transformed to create a ‘sense of
place’ linked to that heritage.

The project will also deliver
inspiring outdoor play and picnic
spaces, creating a new village
green for both the Museum’s local
communities and other visitors. 

This phase will ensure that the
Museum’s London site shares the
R.A.F. story in an inclusive,
reflective, engaging and exciting
way for all visitors to mark this
important national anniversary.

Sir Peter Luff, Chair of the
Heritage Lottery Fund said: “The
foundation of the Royal Air Force is
an enduring and important legacy
of the First World War and this
latest project will help tell the story
of the historic London site, and
continue the improvement of visitor
experience at this fine museum”.    

Lottery funding for
‘Historic Hendon’
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On page 14 of issue No. 65 we reported on the eventual
fate of the Hermes aircraft G-ALDG and drew a reaction
from a very surprised Margaret Ashby, who was
Welfare, Publicity &  Liaison Co-ordinator and the Shop
and Memorabilia Officer for RAF Seletar Association,
who wrote: “I was amazed recently to read your article
in the Changi-ite Magazine on the BOAC Hermes
Aircraft at Duxford, Cambridgeshire.

“I am custodian of the Hermes and I also share your

passion for the aircraft. As you know, it is the only one
left in the world and I open it at least twice a month to
the public, usually on Sundays, and keep it clean by
hoovering and cleaning the display cabinets. I have a
visitors’ book, and ask the public to sign if they show
a lot of interest in Hermes. My friend David Taylor, our
Seletar Association President, who lives in York, is
also an aircraft steward and occasionally helps me with
his knowledge of so many different aircraft.”

Duxford Aviation Society
DUXFORD Aviation Society is a

voluntary organisation which
came into being in 1975 and is a
partner organisation of the Imperial
War Museum (IWM).

e Society exists to:
� Preserve historically important

British Civil Airliners;
� Support the IWM; and
� Promote knowledge of the 

development of British civil 
aviation through a policy of 
acquisition and restoration.

With the passage of time these
aims have been widened to include
other preservation projects such as
military vehicles. e Society
maintains and owns e British
Airliner Collection and opens some of
these aircraft to the public on a daily
basis. e DAS Military Vehicle Wing
(MVW) regularly presents
demonstrations of tanks and other
vehicles based at Duxford.In
association with the IWM, the Society
launched the Friends of Duxford
(FOD) in January 1999 as a joint
initiative between the Duxford
Aviation Society and the Imperial War

Museum with support from Fly Past
magazine. Its aims are to help
promote interest in and encourage
visitors to IWM Duxford, and help
support the Museum both financially
and practically. e Society is a
registered charity and its funds come
from the public, from donations,
from fund-raising activities and as a
result of services provided to the
Museum. New members are always
welcome.

The Civil Aircraft Section
is section of the Society is

responsible for the restoration and
preservation of the British Airliner
Collection. e Airliners are restored
and maintained by volunteers under
the guidance of a Project Manager
who is a full-time employee of the
Society. Volunteers are drawn from all
walks of life and levels of skill but all
have an abiding interest in the
preservation of the aircraft collection. 

Many of the volunteers do not
have directly aviation-related skills but
learn from those that do and the level
of restoration achieved is testament

to their industry and commitment.

e Military Vehicle Section
e members of the MVW are

involved in the restoration and
preservation of military vehicles. In
their workshop they restore vehicles
belonging to the Society and to the
IWM, and other vehicles that are
privately owned but are on loan to the
museum or the Society.e collection
of vehicles is extensive and varied and
a great deal of work is involved in
keeping them all in good condition.
Some of the vehicles are being
restored as running examples whilst
the remainder are destined for static
display. e MVW is responsible for
much of the restoration work on
vehicles used in the various tableaux
in the Land Warfare Hall.e MVW
is located in a workshop at the
western end of the Land Warfare Hall.
Vehicle demonstrations can often be
seen taking place in the adjoining
running area, and it is possible to
arrange rides on some of these
exciting vehicles.

© Duxford Aviation Society

Exhibits in Hermes main cabin. The Hermes cockpit. The sole remaining Hermes.
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THE Christmas edition of Changi-ite
revived many happy memories of

1954/5 at Changi. e reference to Egg
Banjos, available in the canteen above the
SSC block, were a little different to the
writer’s description - a sort of large bap
roll with two length-way cuts; in the top
was a fried egg, and in the lower a minute
steak, lashings of tomato sauce and
mustard(?), although looking at Google I
wonder if it was Wasabi; and the steak
may have been marinated in Balsamic.

Also the Moxy Mural of the ATCC
Teleprinter Room. e Defence Tele-
printer  Network (DTN) comprised as
shown the teleprinter and a telephone
mounted on a metal table; power supply
(80-volt) with the line equipment were
mounted underneath. is enabled tele-
printer (Tp) messages to be sent using
Murray code from a three-bank ‘capitals
only’ qwerty keyboard; shift gave figures
and punctuation. By the addition of
speech duplex equipment it was possible
to have a telephone between stations over
a two-wire circuit and this could also be
connected to a switchboard.

With a trip to my attic and rummage
I could find material to write several
pages on this vital front-line communi-
cations equipment.

Turning to the reference in Adam
Williams’ article (page 17 centre) “two
enormous generators” - I think these are
the ones on the end of Block 20; they
supplied power for the base’s communi-
cations.  

Having passed my Trade test at
Catterick 1st Training Regt. I was asked:
“Is there any reason you need a compas-
sionate home posting?” “No Sir.”

“Is there anywhere you would like to
go?” “As far as possible.” “Singapore!” 

My heart missed a beat - or even two.

I looked on National Service as a
disruption of my intended career in the
Civil Service (not my choice). I would
like to have gone to one of the
Agricultural Colleges, but my education
was lacking as a consequence of the war.

I had six O levels, taken the Civil
Service Entrance Exam and started work
in Telecoms; and since I was unlikely to
get the opportunity to travel ever again,
this would move the clock on toward
demob. My one regret is that I did not
take the three-year option.

Many people have written about the
journey out to Singapore and the voyage
back,  and yes, these were for most very
exciting experiences after the discipline of
parents and school, plus perhaps a year or
two at work followed by the confines of
a training establishment; what greater
excitement than to be let loose on the
troopship Dilwara; a few hours’ fatigues
and then the day was your own.

New sights and sounds at every port.
Bum Boats at Port Said, Suez Canal, the
little children who swam out in the
harbour at Aden and dived for coins.

I arrived in Changi purely by chance,
two of my fellow line mechs had never
been separated since birth living across a
street in Darlington and here we were sat
at supper in the outer roads off Singapore
on the Dilwara when an officer handed

each of us a sealed brown envelope (our
postings); myself and one of them were
to go to KL, the other to Changi. A quick
shuffle of envelopes and they were off to
KL in the morning.

It was stunning!  Kent to Catterick,
embarkation leave, Chester for kitting
out and Newton Abbott was about as far
as I had been before this.

After some introductions at 19th Air
Formation Signals  Squadron HQ, to the
accompaniment of the sound of planes
doing ‘circuits and bumps’ and then a
bed space on the first floor of Block 139.
Introduction to Tara our bearer and Sew
Sew, a little elderly Chinese lady dressed
in black, flip-flops made from old car
tyres and a hat, who sat at the top of the
stairs with wools, cottons, and buttons
spread out around her.

e third daily visitor was Mary, a
middle-aged local woman – Mary Tan,
OBE, who carried two baskets on a carry-
pole laden with fruit and biscuits and
other goodies hawked from block to
block.

e following morning I was taken
for a tour of Changi and Block 20. ere
was a low hum of electrical equipment as
I got out of the gharry.

is block was really the beating heart
of Changi Communications.

Every telephone and teleprinter line
on Changi passed through this, signals
and voice coming in and out again
through lead-covered, usually paper-
insulated cables. 

Ranks (MORs) out fixing the phone
on someone's desk, or repairing a cable
down a hole or up a pole!  e next room
was occupied by a 13 position CB9 type
switchboard.

is was to be our workplace during
our time at Changi.

Robin Kenworthy (M1831)

19 Air Formation Signals at Changi – 1954-1955

Robin adjusting a 299AN relay
on VF equipment

Jock Bonner at the fault control desk

The boys of Block 139



The Bristol Freighter was designed
to carry passengers and vehicles
over relatively short distances and
of the 214 Freighters and
Wayfarers built between 1945 and
1958, only 11 remain. The plane
pictured left served the Royal New
Zealand Air Force and was
shipped back from New Zealand to
Aerospace Bristol where it will be
restored. It is the only remaining
aircraft of its type in Europe.

MEMBERS who served at RAF
Changi will have little difficulty

remembering the Bristol Freighter.
Now one is to be restored in the

city where it was built more than 60
years ago.

e Bristol Freighter was shipped
from New Zealand, where it had been
in storage since last flying in 1977. It
has become the only aircraft of its
type in Europe.

Police warned of delays on the M5
and A38 while the aircraft’s fuselage
was moved from Portbury Docks to
Bristol.

e Bristol Type 170 was designed
and built by the Bristol Aeroplane

Company, and was used as a transport
aircraft, known as the Freighter, and
as a passenger airliner, known as the
Wayfarer.

e innovative Freighter had a
108ft (33m) wingspan and featured
distinctive clamshell doors that
allowed cargo, including vehicles and
large animals, to be loaded via its
nose.

Of 214 Freighters and Wayfarers
built between 1945 and 1958, only
11 remain. e newly-arrived aircraft
is believed to be the only Freighter in
Europe.

ere were a few nervous
moments as the fuselage was lowered

on to the low loader in almost gale
force winds.

Two mobile cranes worked in
harmony precisely placing her on the
flatbed.

e last leg of the journey was up
the M5 towards her final resting place
at the aerospace museum, before the
task of lovingly restoring her begins.

Adam Jones from Aerospace
Bristol said the aircraft would not go
on show to the public at the museum
immediately.

“She’s not museum ready, and
there’s quite a lot of work to do. For
now she will be safely stored and
assessed.”

© BBC News

Do you remember your deep sea chest?
� David Haylock (M921), who was an Operations Clerk
working in F.E.T.W. Ops, Air Traffic Control, from October
1955 until May 1957, had a deep sea chest occupying part
of his bed space in Block 121, ready to transport the bulk
of his belongings back to the UK by sea when repatriation
arrived. David flew home and, in common with most of our
members, his box would have arrived back at his home
several weeks after he did.

He and his wooden chest had been together far too long
for him to cold-heartedly discard it on the rubbish dump; so

he converted it into a decorative coffee table and gave it a
nice new home, albeit in a much colder climate! Likewise,
his kitbag, similarly marked, which was issued for his
outward journey to Changi, is still used to this day to
transport his shoes whenever he goes on holiday.

What happened to yours?

Below (left): The box as it arrived home; and below
(right): In situ in David’s home, a constant reminder of
happy bygone days!

RNZAF Bristol Freighter travels overland to Aerospace Bristol
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INCONCLUSIVE rumours that the
British Royal Air Force flew occasional

covert missions in the Vietnam War have
circulated for decades, but so far evidence
that British aircraft provided anything
more than humanitarian relief services,
notably by delivering supplies earmarked
for refugees, has proved elusive. It seems,
however, that in the second half of 1962,
in great secrecy, a series of such flights
took place. ese missions were intended
to assist with newly-initiated U.S.
attempts to interdict and shut down the
increasingly effective Ho Chi Minh Trail
logistical network of roads, paths, and
bunkers that transported supplies from
communist North Vietnam via
Cambodia and Laos to supporters in
South Vietnam.

Notes taken in March 2013 from the
logbook of Flight Lieutenant Donald
Roberts (1929-2014) of 48 Squadron,
the navigator on these flights, together
with his personal recollections, provide
some insights into both the extent and
limits of British support for the United
States in Indochina, at a time when the
situation in the region was still decidedly
fluid. 

e 1954 Geneva Accords, the
product of the international conference
held in Switzerland in mid-1954 to
resolve the conflicts in Indochina, had
recognised both Cambodia and Laos as
independent nations. Vietnam was left
divided at the 17th Parallel, with a
communist government headed by Ho
Chi Minh controlling the north, while a
non-communist administration led by
President Ngo Dinh Diem held power in
the south. e southern state became in
effect a U.S. client, heavily dependent
upon American aid and assistance.
Fearing that the communists would win

nationwide elections, scheduled for 1956,
and so take over all of Vietnam, U.S.
officials advised the Diem administration
to refuse to allow the South to participate
in these. e Northern Viet Minh
government embarked on plans to mount
a guerrilla campaign with the objective of
reuniting Vietnam.  From 1958 onward,
military supplies were funnelled
southward to  National Liberation Front
(Viet Cong) insurgents from the north
along a gradually expanded complex of
mountain trails and pathways that
traversed border territories in
neighbouring Cambodia and Laos. In
1958-1959, North Vietnam invaded
Laos to facilitate the construction of this
network. Viet Cong fighters also sought
sanctuary by crossing the boundaries into
these ostensibly neutral countries. 

Within Laos – and ultimately in
Cambodia too – these activities and
efforts to counter them proved
immensely destabilising. By the early
1960s, the situation within Laos was
fragile in the extreme. Would-be
neutralist governments headed by Prince
Souvanna Phouma encountered not
merely external pressures, but also
challenges from both the right-wing
military, which staged a coup in 1961,
bringing General Phoumi Novasan to
power, and the leftist Pathet Lao, which
offered significant communist opposi-
tion. From May 1961 to July 1962, a
second Geneva Conference was held,
co-chaired by Great Britain and India,
that included representatives from 14
countries, including all three major
powers, the Soviet Union, China, and the

United States, together with France,
Canada, Poland, and Burma, as well as
Laos, Cambodia, and both Vietnams.
After more than a year of negotiations, in
which U.S. Assistant Secretary of State
for Far Eastern Affairs W. Averell
Harriman played a leading role, as did
British diplomats, all agreed that Laos
should be neutralised, and once more
have a tripartite coalition government
headed by Souvanna Phouma, in which
the pro-American, pro-communist, and
neutralist factions were all represented.
e powers that signed the declaration all
pledged themselves to respect the
neutrality of Laos. 

Even at the time, it was apparent that
for at least some of the signatories, this
proclamation meant primarily that they
would discreetly restrain and camouflage
rather than halt their activities within
Laos. To a degree that its communist
patrons, China and the Soviet Union,
probably did not fully appreciate until
later, North Vietnam was determined to
continue the struggle to unite both
Vietnams until victory was attained. In
terms of infiltrating supplies and
personnel into South Vietnam, quietly
upgrading the Ho Chi Minh trail
infrastructure in the Laos borderlands
remained a top priority. Viet Cong
representatives were, for the most part, far
less interested in enabling a Pathet Lao
victory, and were prepared to work with
any Lao government that tolerated or
turned a blind eye to their  activities. On
the U.S. side, the administration of
President John F. Kennedy engaged in
something of a love affair with the
concept of counter-insurgency, especially
the idea of dispatching irregular units to
work with indigenous anti-communist
forces. In Laos, a country with a

The British Royal Air Force:
Operations over Laos Against
the Ho Chi Minh Trail, 1962

Priscilla Roberts is a writer and historian. She is also the daughter of Flt Lt Donald Roberts, a navigator
based at Changi from September 1960 to March 1963. He died in May 2014 and she took these notes a year
prior to his passing. It is a tale of alleged secret RAF flights over Laos by Hastings aircraft from 48 Squadron
based at Changi in the second half of 1962. Having delved into the background in an attempt to work out what
was actually happening, she has submitted this account to the Cold War International History Project, with
which she has been associated for many years. Priscilla attended school in Changi during her father’s tour of
duty; the family lived in Siglap and her strongest memory is of the school bus passing Changi Gaol each day.

By Priscilla Roberts
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population of approximately three
million that the French had cobbled
together in the post-1945 years out of
disparate and ill-assorted elements, the
Meo (Hmong) hill tribes concentrated in
the mountainous areas traversed by the
Ho Chi Minh trail offered an alternative
anti-communist grouping that might
well prove more effective than the official
Royal Lao Army military forces. e
Meo, together with other hill tribes,
constituted more than half the country’s
population. By late 1961, 11,000 Meo
were receiving U.S. support, while U.S.
training teams were working with both
the Meo and the Royal Lao Army. Sir
John Addis, the British ambassador to
Laos, expressed doubts over the impact of
this strategy on Laos, “a country which
has never known real unity,” on the
grounds that it would undercut ‘essential’
moves toward integration involving
efforts to ensure “that the minority tribes
should be drawn into the Laotian
community and given a share of national
consciousness and responsibility.”  But
with Kennedy, Harriman, and Roger
Hilsman, the Director of the State
Department’s Bureau of Intelligence and
Research and a former Office of Strategic
Services guerrilla fighter with Merrill’s
Marauders during World War II, all
committed to using the Laotian hill tribes
to close down the Ho Chi Minh Trail, the
British government was not prepared to
express any reservations. Whatever
misgivings they might privately harbour,
British officials would, indeed, facilitate
the U.S. approach.

e signature of the Laos agreement
went in tandem with initiatives by the
United States to strengthen and reinforce
its position in Southeast Asia. In South
Vietnam, Kennedy boosted counter-
insurgency efforts and increased the
number of U.S. advisers in the country
from 700 to 12,000. Following a
successful Pathet Lao and Viet Cong
attack on the northern provincial Lao
capital of Nam a in early May 1962,
the United States persuaded the nervous
government of neighboring ailand, a
member – together with the Philippines,
Pakistan, Australia, New Zealand, France,
Britain, and the United States – of the
U.S.-backed Southeast Asian Treaty
Organization (SEATO), to request
assistance from its alliance partners, as
evidence of their support. Since 1961 the
ais, who had backed Phoumi’s military
government, had argued that as it stood
SEATO, lacking any formal military
forces or guarantees, was inadequate – to
quote ai Foreign Minister anat

Khoman, an “ineffective and unreliable”
security arrangement. In May 1962,
around 1,000 U.S. troops who had just
participated in joint SEATO “Cobra”
military exercises were already present in
northern ailand. In mid-May 1962,
the United States deployed an additional
Marine Battalion Landing Team and two
air squadrons, one from the Air Force and
one attached to the Marines, an extra
1,800 men in all. By the end of the
month, total U.S. forces in ailand had
risen to between 5,000 and 6,000,
located in areas close to those regions of
Laos where Pathet Lao units were
operating. e United States asked other
SEATO nations, including Australia,
New Zealand, and the United Kingdom,
to send token forces as a tangible display
of solidarity that would boost ai
morale. Kennedy wished to see “as many
SEATO flags in ailand as possible.”
Ironically, when the British offered to
send back a Hunter fighter squadron that
had taken part in the Cobra exercises, the
ais were unenthusiastic, and it took
U.S. pressure to make them accept. 

Following the signing of the
Neutralization Agreement, the United
States withdrew the 1200 American and
third-country personnel of its Military
Advisory Assistance Group from Laos, an
exercise completed in early October
1962. U.S. officials, including President
Kennedy, Harriman, and Hilsman,
wished to ensure that, should the Laos
agreement collapse, the blame would not
fall on the United States.  In practice, this
did not mean the cessation of all
U.S.-backed operations in Laos,
especially its efforts to mobilize the hill
tribes against the Pathet Lao and the Viet
Minh. In July 1962, Harriman permitted
the US Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) to retain a mere two paramilitary
officers in Laos. He made it clear to
William Colby, head of the CIA’s Far East
Division, that he expected full weekly
briefings on CIA activities in Laos and
Southeast Asia. As the reports of a
continuing active North Vietnamese
military presence in Laos became more
ominous and convincing, Harriman
relented and permitted Air America to
re-supply the Hmong with food and
ammunition, albeit in secret. Military
training operations for the Hmong in
ailand were also quietly continued.  In
late July 1962, during a Souvanna
Phouma visit to Washington, Kennedy
also extended extensive economic aid to
the new Lao government, which received
85 percent of its total revenues from U.S.
assistance programmes.  U.S. reconnais-

sance operations to discover whether
North Vietnamese forces were genuinely
complying with the Geneva agreement
and leaving Laos became more
problematic, after a supersonic F-101
Voodoo fighter flying a low level
surveillance mission at eight thousand
feet over the Plaine des Jarres was hit by
Pathet Lao anti-aircraft fire on August 14,
1962. Although the pilot managed to
avoid crashing the jet and made an
emergency landing at Don Muang Air
Base in ailand, U.S. Ambassador to
Laos Leonard Unger wished to cease all
such overflights of Laos, unless the Lao
government gave specific permission for
them. Harriman duly recommended that
the United States should end “all covert
flights over Laos.” Since they continued
at the rate of two or three per day, albeit
at high altitudes, until at least November
1962, it seems that in this case, his advice
was disregarded. 

e use of British aircraft to fly
missions over Laos – including the
delivery of New Zealand SAS personnel –
suggests that, in the interests of
maintaining good relations with the
United States, their country’s ally,
partner, and patron, top British officials
were equally willing quietly to contravene
the recent Neutralization Agreement. As
Nicholas Tarling and Matthew Jones have
pointed out, despite differences over
some specifics of policy, the British
sought to maintain a special relationship
with the United States, on a wide range
of issues; to ensure that their partner and
ally had a continuing commitment to
Southeast Asia; and to influence and
sometimes moderate the U.S. approach
to that area. From the prime minister
down, British officials were conscious
that their country did not have unlimited
resources for defence, constraints that
likewise led them to place a high value on
the encouragement of regional stability.
In mid-August 1962, Kennedy bluntly
suggested to some of his top advisers,
including Harriman and Michael V.
Forrestal of the State Department, plus
several economic officials, that Britain
and France, as the countries that had
pushed hardest for neutralization, should
provide substantially more financial aid
to Laos, since “Souvanna is their
protégé”.  Providing a delivery service in
hazardous conditions was one way of
blunting such demands. e British also
had their own interests in Asia to
consider, particularly the status of Hong
Kong, a territory that they would
continue to administer until 1997, but
where their position depended in large
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part on the tacit acquiescence of the
People’s Republic of China, and to some
extent on implicit support from the
United States. Well before Henry
Kissinger developed the concept of
linkage, the British were perfectly familiar
with the pragmatic reality.

In the interests of maintaining good
relations with its far more powerful
partner, where possible, British officials
would make conciliatory gestures to the
United States, offering relatively minor
concessions to demonstrate goodwill,
even if they believed these likely to have
little practical effect. In July 1961, for
example, Prime Minister Harold
Macmillan and his cabinet authorized the
dispatch to beleaguered South Vietnam
of a small British Advisory Mission,
headed by Sir Robert ompson,
renowned for his successful use of
counter insurgency tactics to defeat
communist rebels during the Malayan
Insurgency of the late 1940s and 1950s.
Unfortunately, the “strategic hamlets”
program introduced in South Vietnam,
at least partly on ompson’s advice,
proved far less effective than similar
measures had in Malaya.  

e missions that British aircraft flew
on behalf of the United States in the
second half of 1962 were probably part
of the overall British effort to facilitate the
conclusion and if feasible the successful
implementation of the Laos Neutraliza-
tion Agreement, while maintaining good
relations with the United States. Even
then, the fact that the CIA was running
its own airline flying supposedly covert
missions in Southeast Asia was pretty
much an open secret, at least among
aircrew active in the region. en and
later, purportedly neutral Laos was a
particular focus of interest for such
ventures. Since 1961, it seems, U.S.
Marine units had also been deployed at
Udon ani air base in ailand, to
provide support and maintain Air
America helicopters involved in anti-Viet
Cong and anti-Pathet Lao campaigns in
Laos. While these undertakings were not
strictly secret, those involved were
strongly discouraged from publicising
information about them, and instructed
by superiors that the only comment they
could make was “No comment.”  

British missions over Laos would have
been equally sensitive, and perhaps even
more so, since they took place after the
signing of the Laos neutralization
accords, to which the United Kingdom
was a party. According to my father’s
recollection, the reason that American
officials requested the British to

undertake these flights was that, at this
juncture, the fleet run by Air America
and the Central Intelligence Agency
included two-engine aircraft but no
four-engine airplanes.

Flying missions over the rugged
mountains of Laos would be particularly
hazardous in two-engine airplanes,
because if one engine should develop
problems, the other would lack the power
to maintain the necessary altitude, and all
on board were in danger of a crash in
which they might well be killed. Losing
an aircraft in these circumstances carried
the risk of compromising the Laos
Neutralization Agreement, should other
parties involved wish to make an issue of
these flights. e United States
government therefore decided to ask the
British, who had a number of four-engine
Handley Page Hastings transport aircraft
in Royal Air Force Squadron 48, based at
RAF Changi in Singapore, to fly several
missions over Laos from ailand,
delivering military personnel and
matériel to assist the hill tribes in the
secret war then already in progress. Other
reasons may have impelled the United
States to ask the British to undertake
these missions. e CIA had deep
pockets when necessary, but its resources
were not bottomless. With U.S. air
operations still in flux as a consequence
of the Laos neutralization agreement, the
CIA may have wished to defer any
purchases of four-engined airplanes until
it became clearer whether there would be
any long-term need for these. And from
a purely self-interested perspective,
should a British military aircraft be lost
over Laos, the onus of explaining why it
was there in the first place would fall
upon the government of the United
Kingdom rather than that of the United
States.  

e British aviators involved were
ordered to maintain complete secrecy
about these missions, and told that they
were not to divulge information on these
activities or their whereabouts even to
their wives. To ensure deniability, they
were also instructed to refrain from
entering details of the flights in their
flying logbooks, though they were
permitted to include details of their
journeys between Singapore and
ailand. 

My father was apparently selected to
participate in these missions because he
was a particularly highly qualified
navigator, cleared to fly VVIPs (Very Very
Important People) such as the Queen of
England and the Marshal of the Royal Air
Force. He was particularly valued for his

ability to provide accurate guidance for
flying an aircraft using traditional dead
reckoning methods employing only
calculations using his sextant, charts, and
other data, without any reliance on
electronic instruments. He could plot a
flight plan that would deliver an aircraft
to its intended destination, with an
exceptionally low margin of error, of just
a few feet or yards.

(In later life, as computers became
more prevalent in flying, he would say
that he was probably one of the few
people left in the world who still knew
how to direct an aircraft using
old-fashioned methods.) He told me that
one of the pilots on the squadron, I think
the Squadron Leader, to whom he was
not particularly close, specifically asked
for him as a navigator on these missions,
because he was known for his excellent
navigational skills. 

In the second half of 1962, my father
flew on a total of seven secret missions
over Laos, flying out of either Chiang
Mai or Don Muang airbases in Northern
ailand. Although he and his colleagues
were forbidden to enter the flights over
Laos in their logbooks, he entered details
in his flying logbook of the flights to,
from, and within ailand, as follows
(these are copies of the original entries):

Hastings TG 612
Pilot: Squadron Leader Douglas Wood
July 25, 1130, Changi-Dong Muang
July 26, 1315, Dong Muang-Changi

Hastings TG 526
Pilot: Squadron Leader Douglas Wood
Aug. 2, 0930, Changi-Chiang Mai
(Radio Compass Malfunction! R Comp L/D)
Aug. 2, 1700, Chiang Mai-Don Muang
(Radio Compass Malfunction! R Comp L/D)
Aug. 3, 0800, Dong Muang-Changi 

Hastings TG 531
Pilot: Flight Lieutenant Grafham
Aug. 13, 0500, Changi-Don Muang
Aug. 14, 1000, Don Muang-Chiang Mai
Aug. 14, 1430, Chiang Mai-Don Muang
Aug. 15, 0700, Don Muang-Chiang Mai
Aug. 15, 0930, Chiang Mai-Don Muang
Aug. 15, 1210, Don Muang-Changi

Hastings TG 523
Pilot: Flying Officer Huntington
Oct. 13, 0500, Changi-Chiang Mai
Oct. 13, 1330, Chiang Mai-Don Muang
Oct. 14, 0800, Don Muang-Changi

Hastings TG 536
Pilot: Flight Lieutenant Dickinson
Nov. 28, 0600, Changi-Chiang Mai
Nov. 29, 0900, Chiang Mai-Don Muang
Nov. 29, 1120, Don Muang-Changi
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According to my father, the first of
these trips was a dummy run, to test their
ability to fly these missions: he was asked
to get the plane to a certain destination
within one minute’s accuracy, flying
without radar or electronic instruments
and using only traditional navigation
methods. On at least one of the
subsequent trips, they transported a New
Zealand SAS team of 15 to 20 members,
who parachuted in, to work with the hill
tribes. According to Ian McGibbon: “In
1962, as part of a precautionary buildup
in the vicinity of the trouble [in Laos],
the [New Zealand] army’s Special Air
Service (SAS) squadron was sent to
ailand for seven weeks, and three of 41
Squadron’s Bristol Freighters were also
committed.” e personnel transported
on this occasion presumably represented
part of New Zealand’s contribution to
U.S. operations in Indochina, after
Kennedy requested “as many SEATO
flags in ailand as possible.” As these
men were waiting to board the aircraft,
my father attempted to chat with the
team members, introducing himself and
asking who they were. ose who replied
all laconically informed him that their
name was “Smith.” is mission may well
have been the second trip, when the pilot
was once again the Squadron Leader,
Douglas Wood. e other trips involved
dropping supplies to the operatives down
below. Whether these were munitions,
food, or medical equipment I do not
know, as my father never said.

On at least one trip to ailand, from
August 13 to 15, 1962, the aircraft seems
to have flown no less than three sorties
over Laos. Possibly it picked up supplies
at Don Muang, flew on to Chiang Mai,
and then made delivery runs over Laos.

Over these three days, a U.S.
reconnaissance fighter narrowly  escaped
being shot down, and limped back to
Don Muang. Following one trip, though
I am not sure which, the crew of one
British Hastings discovered a bullet hole
in the plane after they returned to
ailand, but that was the only hostile
fire or response they encountered during
these operations. is was a relatively
brief episode in western air operations
over Laos. According to my father,
towards the end of 1962 Air America
acquired some four-engined planes of
their own, and took over these missions.
e CIA reportedly did so, partly because
they fundamentally preferred running
these operations themselves, thereby
remaining fully in charge of them, and
partly because the British military needed
all their Singapore-based aircraft to deal

with the Brunei Revolt, which blew up in
December 1962.

e Americans wished to award all
the British aviators involved the
Distinguished Flying Cross, but the
British government vetoed the idea, since
there might be questions asked as to just
what these fliers had done for the
Americans to deserve the medal.

My father suspected that a secret
operation with significant diplomatic
implications for British and U.S. policy
must have been agreed at the highest
level, between Harold Macmillan and
John F. Kennedy. e two men did
indeed meet earlier that year, when
Macmillan visited the United States, to
be hosted by Kennedy in Washington
from April 27 to 29, 1962.

According to the CIA database,
Marshal of the Royal Air Force Sir
omas Pike, the British Chief of Air
Staff, visited the United States from April
13 to 19, 1962, with meetings in
Washington with Curtis LeMay, Chief of
Staff of the US Air Force, and CIA
Director John McCone tentatively
scheduled for the early part of his visit. It
is possible that those involved may have
provisionally set up this arrangement at
that time, to be cleared by Kennedy and
Macmillan at the end of the month. Sir
omas was  scheduled to travel onward
to the Britain’s Pacific military base on
Christmas Island (Kiritimati), to observe
the first in a series of 31 U.S. tests of
nuclear explosive devices conducted on
and around the island between 25 April
and 30 October 1962. In another
example of Britain’s desire to win U.S.
goodwill through timely and useful
favours, the Macmillan government
permitted the Kennedy administration to
mount these tests from the British
facilities on the island, which had also
hosted Britain’s tests of atomic and
hydrogen bombs in 1957 and 1958.  (As
it happens, my father was on Christmas
Island at this time, flying in one of the
aircraft that observed the first explosion.
He and other crew members shot cine
film of the explosion, which was later
developed in Singapore.) It seems likely
that Sir omas continued his world tour
by inspecting British Royal Air Force
bases in Asia, including Singapore and
Hong Kong, which would have given
him the opportunity to brief the
commanding  officers in Singapore on
the proposed arrangement, including the
need for strict confidentiality.

Rumours notwithstanding, informa-
tion on this episode seems to have
remained classified for well over fifty

years. British military aircraft and
personnel were effectively functioning as
an upmarket delivery or taxi service for
the United States, albeit of a highly
specialised and skilled nature. It is worth
remembering that at this point, the
conflict in Vietnam had not yet
metastasized into the all-consuming
conflict that it was to become, at least for
the United States, nor was potential
involvement in Vietnam anywhere close
to as politically sensitive an issue
domestically as it would subsequently
become in Britain. Even so, all involved
went to great lengths to keep these
operations secret, and were more
successful in doing so than is often the
case with covert missions. To date, even
specialised histories of the war and
negotiations over Laos by scholars and
journalists who have been exceptionally
diligent in tracking down sources and
exploring elusive leads have failed to
unearth tangible evidence of the
involvement of British aviators. 

An undertaking of this nature must
have left some kind of paper trail in its
wake: in the United Kingdom, the
United States, New Zealand, and
ailand, if not elsewhere. On the British
side, Harold Macmillan and the top
echelons of the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office, the Ministry of
Defence, and the Royal Air Force must
have been consulted. In the United
States, John F. Kennedy, W. Averell
Harriman, Roger Hilsman, John
McCone, William Colby, were all likely
to have known of these operations.
Harriman, who insisted on receiving
weekly CIA briefings on operations in
and over Laos and personally approved
each CIA mission, was probably aware of
the details.

New Zealand contributed SAS
personnel, though whether the New
Zealand government knew just how they
would reach their destination is another
question. And one may wonder whether
the ai authorities were officially
informed (or even wished to know)
where the British transport aircraft that
collected men and supplies from military
bases in ailand were taking these. Yet,
however insistent all those were upon
total secrecy, some kind of written record
must have been made, and in all
probability survived. Arrangements of
this kind are not negotiated and
implemented out of thin air. I would
welcome any further information on this
episode, or suggestions as to where
additional documentary material on it
might be found.
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RAF Changi Association marchesRAF Changi Association marches

with the FEAF contingent  inwith the FEAF contingent  in

Whitehall on Armistice DayWhitehall on Armistice Day

Margaret Ashby, who looked after Press, Liaison and Welfare for the RAF Seletar Association, kindly
forwarded some images of the FEAF members who were on present at the 2017 Armistice Day parade.

Nev Cooper (M973) represented the Changi Association at Brize
Norton on Remembrance Sunday in fine weather. Brize Norton’s two
Group Captains,Tim Jones and Dave Tozer, were also in attendance.



OBITUARIES
It is with deep regret that we report the deaths of the following members.

We offer our sincere condolences to their families and friends.

Mem. First Name Surname Rank at Service No. Trade Squadron/Section/ Arrival Departure Deceased
No. Changi School Date Date

378 James Thornton Sgt Q4185408 Personnel Admin 48 Sqdn. (Adjutant) Aug. ’68 Aug. ’71 Oct. 2017

1317 Brian Hendy Jnr/Tech 4184406 Engine Fitter Power Bay ASF Sept. ’59 May ’61 Mar. 2016

1542 George Watson Cpl N4181355 Personnel Admin 78 Sqdn Spec Des. Off. FEAF April ’65 Nov. ’67 Mar. 2017

1566 Jill Crimes SAC(W) 2826565 Shorthand Typist HQ FEAF Intell. Dec. ’56 Oct. ’57 Sept. 2017

1604 Fred Hambly Flt Lt 4037717 Pilot FECS & 48 Sqdns Hastings March ’62 Aug. ’64 Oct. 2017

1911 Paul McQueen LAC>Sgt 579025 W.Op>Grd. Wire. Fit. SHQ Signals Jan. 2018

2078 (AM) Jessie Dukamp Civilian N/A Typist HQ FEAF Comm. Stats. Jan. ’56 May ’59 Oct. 2017

Mem. No. First Name Surname Maiden Name Service No. Trade Sqdn/Section/School Arrival Departure Block No.

2426 Joan Smith 4166180 Snr. Tech. Ground Engineer 205 Squadron June ’64 Dec. ’67 Jalan Keris

2427 Thomas Jackson H1943080 Cpl Grd. Wireless Mech Comcen Singapore Oct. ’69 Sept. ’71 ?

2428 Michael Boreham 5027385 AC1 Air Wireless Mech 1st Line Servicing Jan ’57 Dec. ’58 151 (Top)

2429 Anthony Gallagher U0680779 Cpl Inst. Fitter (Nav.) 205 Squadron Jan. ’60 July ’62 129 & 80

2430 William Tarran 4254610 LAC Inst. Fitter (Nav.) 48 Squadron Jan. ’62 Dec. ’63 151 (Ground)

2431 Tom Broughton 587838 Flt Lt Flight Engineer F.E.C.S. June ’65 Oct. ’68 ?

2432 James Blackhurst 680709 Jnr. Tech. Engines F.E.C.S. June ’59 Dec. ’61 13?

WELCOME ABOARD!
We welcome the following seven new members who have joined between 23 October 2017 and 31 January 2018

Rank or
Father’s Rank
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Jan. ’46
June ’51

April ’48
June ’53

AM=Associate Member      AF=Affiliated Member      LM=Lapsed Member

Forthcoming Events for your 2018 diary
May Friday 4th/ Midday 22nd ANNUAL REUNION

Saturday 5th at The Novotel Hotel, Nottingham
Bostock Lane, Long Eaton NG10 4EP (Off M1 Junction 25)
Details and booking form in the  Christmas 2017 Newsletter

Sunday 6th 10.30am 16th Annual General Meeting
followed by departures

Monday 7th Departures (times optional)
May Thursday 10th 10.30am LONDON AREA - 100th Anniversary of the RAF

Veterans’ Day at the opening of the RAF
Museum, Hendon Grahame Park Way, Hendon
(Sat. Nav. NW9 5QW)
RAF Changi Association will be in attendance.

June Saturday 23rd 10.00am DORSET - Armed Forces Day at Weymouth
& Sunday 24th (Promenade) - 2-day event

RAF Changi Association will be in attendance.
September Friday 21st 11.30am HAMPSHIRE - Informal Local Reunion

Royal British Legion HQ, Love Lane, Romsey SO51 8DE
Off Junc. 2 M27. Local member: Anne Moore (Tel. 01794 513737)
Members in adjacent counties will be notified. Other and potential members please
phone for details. All are welcome.

OTHER EVENTS MAY BE ARRANGED • GUIDELINES ARE AVAILABLE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ARRANGE ONE

Hill (widow of
Alan)
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